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participant space is available. Volun-
teers must have the approval of the 
drug abuse treatment coordinator. Pri-
ority consideration shall be given to 
those inmates whose participation has 
been recommended by unit or treat-
ment staff. 

(b) Sanctions. An inmate who is re-
quired by paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion to participate in the drug abuse 
education course and who refuses par-
ticipation, withdraws, is expelled, or 
otherwise fails to meet the attendance 
and examination requirements shall be 
held at the lowest pay grade (Grade 4) 
within the institution and shall be in-
eligible for community programs. In-
mates may be permitted to receive 
work promotions during their partici-
pation or while on a ‘‘waiting list’’ for 
the drug abuse education course. The 
Warden may make exceptions to the 
provisions of this paragraph for good 
cause with reasons for such exceptions 
documented in writing. 

(c) Exemptions. An inmate may be ex-
empted from the required drug abuse 
education course due to cognitive im-
pairment or other learning disabilities 
only after evaluation and recommenda-
tion by a psychologist. An inmate may 
also be exempted from the drug abuse 
education course if that inmate does 
not have enough time remaining to 
serve to complete the drug abuse edu-
cation course, or if that inmate volun-
teers for, enters and completes a resi-
dential drug abuse treatment program, 
or if he/she completes a structured 
drug abuse treatment program at one 
of the Bureau of Prisons’ Intensive 
Confinement Centers (ICC). 

(d) Written consent. All inmates who 
enter the drug abuse education course 
(whether as mandatory or as voluntary 
participants) are required to sign an 
agreement to participate prior to ad-
mission to the course. 

(e) Completion. Completion of the 
drug abuse education course requires 
attendance and participation during 
course sessions and a passing grade on 
an examination given at the end of the 
course. Inmates required to participate 
in this course ordinarily are provided 
at least three chances to pass the final 
examination before privileges are lost 
or sanctions (see paragraph (b) of this 
section) are invoked. A certificate of 

achievement will be awarded to all who 
successfully complete the program. A 
copy of this certificate will be for-
warded to the unit team for placement 
in the inmate’s central file. 

[59 FR 53343, Oct. 21, 1994, as amended at 60 
FR 27694, May 25, 1995] 

§ 550.55 Non-residential drug abuse 
treatment program. 

Non-residential drug abuse treatment 
is provided at all institutions and ordi-
narily consists of individual and/or 
group counseling and self-help pro-
gramming provided through the insti-
tution’s Psychology Services depart-
ment. 

(a) Eligibility. An inmate must meet 
all of the following criteria to be eligi-
ble for the non-residential drug abuse 
treatment program. 

(1) The inmate must have a verifiable 
documented drug abuse problem. 

(2) The inmate must have no serious 
mental impairment which would sub-
stantially interfere with or preclude 
full participation in the program. 

(3) The inmate must sign an agree-
ment acknowledging his/her program 
responsibility. 

(b) Application/Referral/Placement. 
Participation in the non-residential 
drug abuse treatment program is vol-
untary. An inmate may be referred for 
treatment by unit and/or drug treat-
ment staff or may apply for these pro-
grams by submitting a request to a 
staff member (ordinarily, a member of 
the inmate’s unit team or the drug 
abuse treatment coordinator). The de-
cision on placement is made by the 
drug abuse treatment coordinator. 

(c) Withdrawal/expulsion. An inmate 
may withdraw voluntarily from the 
program. The drug abuse treatment co-
ordinator may remove an inmate from 
the program based upon disruptive or 
negative behavior. 

[59 FR 53343, Oct. 21, 1994. Redesignated and 
amended at 60 FR 27694, May 25, 1995] 

§ 550.56 Institution residential drug 
abuse treatment program. 

Residential drug abuse treatment is 
available at selected Bureau of Prisons 
institutions. It is a course of individual 
and group activities provided by a 
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team of drug abuse treatment special-
ists and the drug abuse treatment coor-
dinator in a treatment unit set apart 
from the general prison population, 
lasting a minimum of 500 hours over a 
six to twelve-month period. Inmates 
enrolled in a residential drug abuse 
treatment program shall be required to 
complete subsequent transitional serv-
ices programming in a community- 
based program and/or in a Bureau insti-
tution. 

(a) Eligibility. An inmate must meet 
all of the following criteria to be eligi-
ble for the residential drug abuse treat-
ment program. 

(1) The inmate must have a verifiable 
documented drug abuse problem. 

(2) The inmate must have no serious 
mental impairment which would sub-
stantially interfere with or preclude 
full participation in the program. 

(3) The inmate must sign an agree-
ment acknowledging his/her program 
responsibility. 

(4) Ordinarily, the inmate must be 
within thirty-six months of release. 

(5) The security level of the residen-
tial program institution must be ap-
propriate for the inmate. 

(b) Application/Referral/Placement. 
Participation in the residential drug 
abuse treatment program is voluntary. 
An inmate may be referred for treat-
ment by unit or drug treatment staff 
or apply for the program by submitting 
a request to a staff member (ordinarily, 
a member of the inmate’s unit team or 
the drug abuse treatment coordinator). 
The decision on placement is made by 
the drug abuse treatment coordinator. 

(c) Completion. Completion of the res-
idential drug abuse treatment program 
requires attendance and participation 
in scheduled individual and group ac-
tivities and a passing grade on exami-
nations covering each separate subject 
module of the program. An inmate who 
fails an examination on any subject 
module ordinarily shall be allowed to 
retest one time. A certificate of 
achievement will be awarded to all who 
successfully complete the program. A 
copy of this certificate will be for-
warded to the unit team for placement 
in the inmate’s central file. 

(d) Withdrawal/expulsion. (1) An in-
mate may withdraw voluntarily from 
the program. 

(2) The drug abuse treatment coordi-
nator may remove an inmate from the 
program based upon disruptive behav-
ior related to the program. Ordinarily, 
staff shall provide the inmate with at 
least one warning prior to removal. An 
inmate may not ordinarily be removed 
immediately without warning unless 
the inmate, pursuant to an incident re-
port, is found by the DHO to have: 

(i) Used or possessed alcohol or drugs; 
(ii) Been violent or threatened vio-

lence against staff or another inmate; 
or 

(iii) Committed a 100 level prohibited 
act. 

(3) Withdrawal or removal from the 
residential program may result in the 
inmate’s being returned to his/her prior 
institution (when the inmate had been 
specifically transferred for the purpose 
of program participation). 

[60 FR 27694, May 25, 1995] 

§ 550.57 Incentives for residential drug 
abuse treatment program participa-
tion. 

(a) An inmate may receive incentives 
for his or her satisfactory involvement 
in the residential program. These in-
centives may include, but are not lim-
ited to, the following. 

(1) Limited financial awards, based 
upon the inmate’s achievement/com-
pletion of program phases. 

(2) Consideration for the maximum 
period of time (currently 180 days) in a 
Community Corrections Center place-
ment, provided the inmate is otherwise 
eligible for this designation. 

(3) Local institution incentives such 
as preferred living quarters or special 
recognition privileges. 

(4) If eligible under § 550.58, consider-
ation for early release. 

(b) An inmate must meet his/her fi-
nancial program responsibility obliga-
tions (see 28 CFR part 545) prior to 
being able to receive an incentive for 
his/her residential program participa-
tion. 

(c) Withdrawal or removal from the 
residential program may result in the 
loss of incentives previously achieved. 

[60 FR 27694, May 25, 1995] 
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